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And follow when they take to flight.
So do our other troops. All round
The Saracens break and give ground,
But In such numbers were the foe
That not a Christian man might know                                  2>99o
In what way they might turn about.
Nor could the Turks impede the rout.
UNTIL AN ACCIDENT TURNS THE TIDE  IN THEIR  FAVOR
Close to the mountain-side were they,
When the devil, entering the fray,
Did a most evil deed, which cost
The lives of many of our host.
It happened through a German's horse
That ran away from him. Full course
He and his fellows followed,
But could not catch it where it fled.                                              3 >ooo
The horse fled toward the city. Hence
An hundred thousand Saracens
Thought we were fleeing. By the token
They thought the Christian ranks were broken.50
They charged upon us. To the fray
They turned, and drove us so that day
That those whose wont it was to guide
The host, themselves were sorely tried.
The foe fought hard and overbore
Us: we were one to twenty-four.                                                  3 >o i o
And those who club or mace could wield
Left many dead upon the field.
CHRISTIAN CASUALTIES
There was Andrew de Brienne slain:
May his soul suffer not in pain!
Never died knight so unafraid
Or so quick to lend others aid.
50 The EracUs (p. 129) relates this same incident. Guy left the camp in order to
save the battle, and the Turks from Acre attacked the camp, which was defended by
GeofFrey with only a small company of men.